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AMNISTÍA INTERNACIONAL 

 

 THE GREAT PALM OIL SCANDAL: LABOUR ABUSES BEHIND BIG 

BRAND NAMES. (09/12/2016). The world’s most popular food and household 

companies are selling food, cosmetics and other everyday staples containing 

palm oil tainted by shocking human rights abuses in Indonesia. 

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA2151842016ENGLISH.PD

F 

 

 MONGOLIA: FALLING SHORT: THE RIGHT TO ADEQUATE 

HOUSING IN ULAANBAATAR, MONGOLIA. (07/12/2016). Ulaanbaatar, 

Mongolia’s capital, is undergoing large-scale redevelopment to provide better 

housing and access to services for residents and to combat high pollution levels. 

Despite the advanced stage of the redevelopment agenda in Mongolia, relevant 

laws and policies are lagging behind practice. This briefing examines the 

process in place for ger area redevelopment and redevelopment of inadequate 

public housing buildings, the two areas of the redevelopment agenda that 

directly affect the most number of Ulaanbaatar residents. It reviews the current 

redevelopment legal and policy framework and assesses its ability to protect the 

rights of those affected by the redevelopment process. 

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA3049332016ENGLISH.PD

F 

 

 TURKEY: DISPLACED AND DISPOSSESSED: SUR RESIDENTS' 

RIGHT TO RETURN HOME. (06/12/2016). Amid the crackdown on 

opposition Kurdish voices by the Turkish government, this report focuses on the 

forced displacement of residents of Sur in Diyarbakır, south-east Turkey’s most 

populous city. Displaced and dispossessed of their homes, around 24,000 former 

residents of Sur are unable to return one year after the outbreak of heavy clashes 

in the district and other towns across the south-east of the country. 

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/EUR4452132016ENGLISH.PD
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 FIJI: BEATING JUSTICE: HOW FIJI’S SECURITY FORCES GET 

AWAY WITH TORTURE. (04/12/2016). In spite of Fiji’s recent 

commitments to uphold human rights, extrajudicial punishment is often meted 

out by the security forces – police and military officers – resulting in severe 

injuries and sometimes death. Suspected criminals or escaped prisoners are at 

high risk of torture and other ill-treatment in custody. Military involvement in 

civilian policing operations is unnecessary, undermines public confidence in the 

police and has led to serious human rights abuses. Weak institutions, 

inconsistent leadership, lack of oversight mechanisms, failures to investigate and 

legal immunities have led to a culture of impunity and accountability when 

violations have occurred. 

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA1851492016ENGLISH.PD

F 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH 

 

 Making the Case: The Dangers of Killer Robots and the Need for a 

Preemptive Ban. (09/12/2016). The report, Making the Case: The Dangers of 

Killer Robots and the Need for a Preemptive Ban, rebuts 16 key arguments 

against a ban on fully autonomous weapons. 

https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/arms1216_web.pdf 

 

 Fueling the Philippines’ HIV Epidemic: Government Barriers to Condom 

Use by Men Who Have Sex With Men. (09/12/2016). The report, “Fueling the 

Philippines’ HIV Epidemic: Government Barriers to Condom Use by Men Who 

Have Sex With Men,” documents the failure of national and local governments 

in the Philippines to address the growing HIV prevalence among men who have 

sex with men. 

https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/philippines1216_web.pdf 

 

 “Like Walking Through a Hailstorm”: Discrimination Against LGBT 

Youth in US Schools. (07/12/2016). The report, “‘Like Walking Through a 

Hailstorm’: Discrimination against LGBT Youth in US Schools,” documents a 

range of problems facing LGBT students. The concerns include bullying and 

harassment, exclusion of LGBT topics from school curricula and resources, 

restrictions on LGBT student groups, and discrimination and bigotry from both 

classmates and school personnel on the basis of sexual orientation and gender 

identity. 

https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/uslgbt1216_web_0.pdf 

 

 “Special Measures”: Detention and Torture in the Chinese Communist 

Party’s Shuanggui System. (06/12/2016). The report, “‘Special Measures’: 

Detention and Torture in Chinese Communist Party’s Shuanggui System,” 

details abuses against shuanggui detainees, including prolonged sleep 

deprivation, being forced into stress positions for extended periods of time, 

deprivation of water and food, and severe beatings. Detainees are also subject to 

solitary and incommunicado detention in unofficial detention facilities. After 

“confessing” to corruption, they are typically brought into the criminal justice 

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA1851492016ENGLISH.PDF
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA1851492016ENGLISH.PDF
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/arms1216_web.pdf
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system, convicted, and sentenced to often lengthy prison terms. 

https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/china1216_web.pdf 

 

INTERNATIONAL CRISIS GROUP 

 

 Nigeria: Women and the Boko Haram Insurgency. (05/12/2016). Women 

have suffered violence and abuse by Boko Haram, but they are not only victims: 

some joined the jihadists voluntarily, others fight the insurgency, or work in 

relief and reconciliation. Women’s experiences should inform policies to tackle 

the insurgency, and facilitate their contribution to peace. 

https://www.crisisgroup.org/file/4073/download?token=7DZPTmsi 

 

EUROPEAN UNION AGENCY FOR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS (FRA) 

 

 Guidance on how to reduce the risk of refoulement in external border 

management when working in or together with third countries. (December, 

2016). EU Member States are increasingly involved in border management 

activities on the high seas, within – or in cooperation with – third countries, and 

at the EU’s borders. Such activities entail risks of violating the principle of non-

refoulement, the cornerstone of the international legal regime for the protection 

of refugees, which prohibits returning individuals to a risk of persecution. This 

guidance outlines specific suggestions on how to reduce the risk of refoulement 

in these situations – a practical tool developed with the input of experts during a 

meeting held in Vienna in March of 2016. 

http://fra.europa.eu/sites/default/files/fra_uploads/fra-2016-guidance-reducing-

refoulement-risk_en.pdf 

 

 Stand up for (my, your, their) rights. (09/12/2016). We are living in troubled 

times, with mounting intolerance and disrespect for our fellow human beings 

eroding the respect for human rights that Europe has built up over centuries. 

Human Rights Day serves as a reminder of the need to stand up for universality 

of human rights. 

http://fra.europa.eu/en/news/2016/stand-my-your-their-rights 

 

UNHCR 

 

 UNHCR convenes dialogue on how to better protect children on the move. 
(07/12/2016). 

http://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2016/12/5848199a4/unhcr-convenes-dialogue-

better-protect-children-move.html 

 

 UNHCR calls for stronger EU action on refugees. (05/12/2016). 

http://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2016/12/58453b614/unhcr-calls-stronger-eu-

action-refugees.html 

 

 Shelter struggle in Greece as winter arrives, EU urged to speed relocations. 
(09/12/2016). 

http://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2016/12/584a77754/shelter-struggle-

greece-winter-arrives-eu-urged-speed-relocations.html 
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 Some 13,000 displaced by Ninja clashes in Republic of Congo. (09/12/2016). 

http://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2016/12/584a77ab4/13000-displaced-ninja-

clashes-republic-congo.html 

 

 UNHCR urges governments: People fleeing war to be considered as 

refugees. (02/12/2016). 

http://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2016/12/584141ed4/unhcr-urges-

governments-people-fleeing-war-considered-refugees.html 

 

 Growing shelter pressure in Aleppo for the thousands fleeing. (02/12/2016). 

http://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2016/12/58413f364/growing-shelter-

pressure-aleppo-thousands-fleeing.html 

 

IDMC 

 

 2016 Africa Report on Internal Displacement. (09/12/2016). The Africa 

Report on Internal Displacement, launched with the support from the African 

Union and the Norwegian Refugee Council, is the first IDMC’s report focusing 

on a single continent. The report expands on data and analysis available in our 

annual Global Report on Internal Displacement including new figures from the 

first half of 2016. 

http://internal-displacement.org/assets/publications/2016/2016-Africa-

Report/20161209-IDMC-Africa-report-web-en.pdf 

 

IRIN 

 

 UPDATED: Search for survivors as deadly quake again hits Indonesia’s 

Aceh. (07/12/2016). 

http://www.irinnews.org/news/2016/12/07/updated-search-survivors-deadly-

quake-again-hits-indonesia%E2%80%99s-aceh 

 

 The challenge of building “New Gambia”. (06/12/2016). 

http://www.irinnews.org/feature/2016/12/06/challenge-building-

%E2%80%9Cnew-gambia%E2%80%9D 

 

 Kony’s killers – are child soldiers accountable when they become men? 
(05/12/2016). 

http://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/12/05/kony%E2%80%99s-killers-

%E2%80%93-are-child-soldiers-accountable-when-they-become-men 

 

 The human cost of Chad’s war against Boko Haram. (05/12/2016). 

http://features.irinnews.org/lake-chad 

 

 Time to confront sexual abuse and harassment in the aid sector. 
(05/12/2016). 

http://www.irinnews.org/opinion/2016/12/05/time-confront-sexual-abuse-and-

harassment-aid-sector 
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 Gambia decides, UN deaths, and Focus 2017: IRIN Top Picks. (02/12/2016). 

http://www.irinnews.org/news/2016/12/02/gambia-decides-un-deaths-and-focus-

2017-irin-top-picks 

 

 Elderly fare worst in Europe’s forgotten conflict. (02/12/2016). 

http://www.irinnews.org/feature/2016/12/02/elderly-fare-worst-

europe%E2%80%99s-forgotten-conflict 

 

MIGRATION POLICY INSTITUTE 

 

 The Costs of Brain Waste among Highly Skilled Immigrants in Select 

States. (December, 2016). Across the United States, nearly 2 million immigrants 

with college degrees are unemployed or stuck in low-skilled jobs. This skill 

underutilization, also known as “brain waste,” varies significantly by state. 

These fact sheets offer a profile of these highly skilled immigrants and estimate 

their forgone earnings and resulting unrealized tax receipts in seven key states: 

California, Florida, Michigan, New York, Ohio, Texas, and Washington. 

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/BrainWaste-FS-

Overall.pdf 

 

 Untapped Talent: The Costs of Brain Waste among Highly Skilled 

Immigrants in the United States. (December, 2016). Nearly 2 million 

immigrants with college degrees in the United States—one out of every four—

are employed in low-skilled jobs or unable to find work. This report explores 

this skill underutilization, often referred to as brain waste, and offers the first-

ever economic costs of underemployment for immigrants in the United States: 

More than $39 billion in forgone wages and a resulting $10 billion in unrealized 

tax receipts. 

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/BrainWaste-

FULLREPORT-FINAL.pdf 

 

AIDA 

 

 Belgium: General policy note announces more deportation, detention and 

cessation in 2017. (09/12/2016). On 30 November 2016, the Belgian Secretary 

of State for Asylum and Migration presented a general policy note to the 

Parliament on the future of Belgium’s refugee protection and migration policy. 

http://www.asylumineurope.org/news/09-12-2016/belgium-general-policy-note-

announces-more-deportation-detention-and-cessation-2017 

 

 ECRE concludes AIDA fact-finding visit to Croatia. (09/12/2016). ECRE 

conducted a fact-finding visit to Croatia between 28 November and 1 December 

2016. Through its visit, ECRE examined the current situation of asylum 

procedures and reception conditions available to asylum seekers, including those 

returned under the Dublin system. 

http://www.asylumineurope.org/news/09-12-2016/ecre-concludes-aida-fact-

finding-visit-croatia 
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 Greece: #2 European Union to resume Dublin procedures in March 2017. 
(08/12/2016). The European Commission issued today a Recommendation to 

Member States to reinstate Dublin procedures in respect of persons entering 

Greece from 15 March 2017 onwards. 

http://www.asylumineurope.org/news/08-12-2016/greece-2-european-union-

resume-dublin-procedures-march-2017 

 

 Greece: #1 European Union to remove existing guarantees against Turkey 

returns. (08/12/2016). The European Commission published today its Fourth 

Report on the implementation of the EU-Turkey statement, which aims to take 

drastic measures to ensure an increase in the number of returns from Greece to 

Turkey. 

http://www.asylumineurope.org/news/08-12-2016/greece-1-european-union-

remove-existing-guarantees-against-turkey-returns 

 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR MIGRATION (IOM) 

 

 IOM Launches Swiss Competition on ‘Zero Tolerance for Sexual 

Exploitation and Abuse’. (09/12/2016). 

https://www.iom.int/news/iom-launches-swiss-competition-zero-tolerance-

sexual-exploitation-and-abuse 

 

 New IOM, MoMD Emergency Site Receives Over 5,000 Displaced Iraqis. 
(09/12/2016). 

https://www.iom.int/news/new-iom-momd-emergency-site-receives-over-5000-

displaced-iraqis 

 

 Over 2.6 Million Displaced in Lake Chad Basin: IOM. (09/12/2016). 

https://www.iom.int/news/over-26-million-displaced-lake-chad-basin-iom 

 

 Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 352,471; Deaths at Sea: 4,733. 
(09/12/2016). 

https://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-352471-deaths-

sea-4733 

 

 Migration Newdesk. (09/12/2016). 

https://www.iom.int/newsdesk/20161209 

 

UNRWA 

 

 GAZA SITUATION REPORT 172. (02/12/2016). 

https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/emergency-reports/gaza-situation-report-172 
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ECRE 

 

 European Commission proposes to increase numbers of returns to Turkey 

under EU-Turkey deal and re-start returns to Greece under Dublin. 
(09/12/2016). 

http://www.ecre.org/european-commission-proposes-to-increase-numbers-of-

returns-to-turkey-under-eu-turkey-deal-and-re-start-returns-to-greece-under-

dublin/ 

 

 ECRE: The implementation of the hotspots in Italy and Greece. 
(09/12/2016). 

http://www.ecre.org/ecre-the-implementation-of-the-hotspots-in-italy-and-

greece/ 

 

 Lack of information on legal procedures leaves refugee children from 

Calais waiting distressed in reception centres. (09/12/2016). 

http://www.ecre.org/lack-of-information-on-legal-procedures-leaves-refugee-

children-from-calais-waiting-distressed-in-reception-centres/ 

 

 European politicians silent over mounting number of deaths at Turkish-

Syrian border. (09/12/2016). 

http://www.ecre.org/european-politicians-silent-over-mounting-number-of-

deaths-at-turkish-syrian-border/ 

 

 Study of EU hotspot approach reveals serious challenges in Greece and 

Italy. (05/12/2016). The EU ‘hotspot approach’ was designed to ensure 

operational support to Member States facing disproportionate migratory 

pressure. However, one year since the first hotspots was set up and half a year 

since the entry into force of the EU Turkey Statement, research reveals that the 

pressure in these countries is growing and the challenges in accessing protection 

are multiplying. 

http://www.ecre.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/HOTSPOTS-Report-

5.12.2016..pdf 
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