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AMNISTÍA INTERNACIONAL 
  Cameroon: Right cause, wrong means: human rights violated and justice denied in Cameroon’s fight against Boko Haram. (14/07/2016). Index 

number: AFR 17/4260/2016. The report documents how Cameroon’s authorities 
and security forces have arbitrarily arrested hundreds of individuals accused of 
supporting Boko Haram, often with little or no evidence, and detained them in 
inhumane, often life-threatening conditions. Some have died in custody as a 
result of torture; others have been subjected to enforced disappearance, and their 
fate remains unknown to date. The report also documents how, in cases brought 
to justice, detainees’ rights are routinely denied, and how the use of the anti-
terrorist legislation and military courts leaves them with virtually no procedural 
guarantees. 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AFR1742602016ENGLISH.PD
F 
  India: “When land is lost, do we eat coal?” Coal mining and violations of Adivasi rights in India. (13/07/2016). Index number: ASA 20/4391/2016. Coal 
is an important part of India’s economic growth story. However coal mining in 
India also has a different cost, borne by the communities affected by these 
mines, who are rarely meaningfully informed or consulted when their land is 
acquired, their forests decimated, and their livelihoods jeopardised. This report 
examines how land acquisition and mining in three mines in three different 
states run by three different Coal India Limited subsidiaries have breached 
Indian domestic laws, and India’s obligations under international human rights 
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law. 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA2043912016ENGLISH.PD
F 
  India: “When land is lost, do we eat coal?” Coal mining and violations of Adivasi rights in India: Executive summary. (13/07/2016). Index number: 
ASA 20/4392/2016. This is the summary of the Amnesty International report 
which considers the human cost of increased coal production in India. The issues 
reported are indicative of a broader pattern of violations of Adivasi 
communities’ rights to consultation and consent. The consequences of these 
failures are felt most keenly by some of India’s most vulnerable people, who 
already live in poverty. Without respect for the rights of all people, India’s 
development goals will never truly be met. 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA2043922016ENGLISH.PD
F 
  Egypt: ‘Officially, you do not exist’ – Disappeared and tortured in the name of counter-terrorism: Executive Summary. (13/07/2016). Index number: 
MDE 12/4331/2016. 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/MDE1243312016ENGLISH.pd
f 
  Egypt: ‘Officially, you do not exist’ – Disappeared and tortured in the name of counter-terrorism. (13/07/2016). Index number: MDE 12/4368/2016. Five 
years after an explosion of popular resentment against decades of misrule and 
repression swept aside the authoritarian regime of President Hosni Mubarak, 
Egypt is caught in a steely grip of repression. A sweeping crackdown on dissent 
has put at least 34,000 persons – by the government’s own admission – and 
possibly thousands more, behind bars. They include hundreds of leaders and 
senior officials of the Muslim Brotherhood (MB), supporters of ousted President 
Mohamed Morsi, and numerous other critics and opponents of the government. 
Since the armed forces ousted President Morsi in July 2013, tens of thousands of 
people have been detained without trial or sentenced to prison terms or to death 
after often grossly unfair trials. 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/MDE1243682016ENGLISH.pd
f 
  Viet Nam: Prisons within prisons: Torture and ill-treatment of prisoners of conscience in Viet Nam. (12/07/2016). Index number: ASA 41/4187/2016. This 
report documents treatment of prisoners of conscience which violates Viet 
Nam’s international human rights obligations, including the prohibition on 
torture. The violations documented include enforced disappearances; prolonged 
periods of incommunicado detention and solitary confinement; the infliction of 
severe physical pain and suffering; the withholding of medical treatment; and 
punitive prison transfers. The report is written on the basis of interviews with 
men and women released in the past five years but also raises concerns relating 
to the treatment of some of the country’s current prisoners of conscience, which 
Amnesty International estimates to be 84 men and women. 
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https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA4141872016ENGLISH.PD
F 
  Viet Nam: List of Prisoners of Conscience. (12/07/2016). Index number: ASA 
41/4389/2016. Amnesty International has documented at least 84 prisoners of 
conscience in Viet Nam. They include bloggers, labour and land rights activists, 
political activists, ethnic and religious minorities, and advocates for human 
rights and social justice who have either been convicted after unfair trials or are 
held in pre-trial detention, solely for peacefully exercising their human rights. 
Prisoners of conscience in Viet Nam are at risk of enforced disappearances; 
prolonged periods of incommunicado detention and solitary confinement; the 
infliction of severe physical pain and suffering; the withholding of medical 
treatment; and punitive prison transfers, as documented in Amnesty 
International report, Prisons Within Prisons: Torture and Ill-treatment of 
Prisoners of Conscience in Viet Nam. 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA4143892016ENGLISH.pdf 
  Viet Nam: Executive Summary of Prisons Within Prisons: Torture & Ill-Treatment of Prisoners of Conscience in Viet Nam. (12/07/2016). Index 
number: ASA 41/4186/2016. Executive summary for report "Prisons Within 
Prisons: Torture and Ill-Treatment of Prisoners of Conscience in Viet Nam", 
which documents treatment of prisoners of conscience which violates Viet 
Nam’s international human rights obligations, including. 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA4141862016ENGLISH.PD
F 
  Belarus: “It’s enough for people to feel it exists” : Civil society, secrecy and surveillance in Belarus. (7/07/2016). Index number: EUR 49/4306/2016. 
Activists in Belarus are subject to unchecked government surveillance with no 
independent oversight. The government uses telecoms companies to facilitate 
surveillance by demanding direct, remote-control access to customer 
communications and data. Against the background of an already restrictive legal 
environment, this creates a chilling effect that forces activists out of public life. 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/EUR4943062016SPANISH.PD
F 
  South Sudan: "Our hearts have gone dark": The mental health impact of South Sudan's conflict. (6/07/2016). Index number: AFR 65/3203/2016. Parties 
to South Sudan’s internal armed conflict that erupted in December 2013 have 
violated international human rights and humanitarian law, with a devastating 
impact on civilian populations. They have also had less visible, but no less 
significant, repercussions on people’s mental health—the state of emotional and 
psychological wellbeing in which individuals can realize their potential, cope 
with the normal stresses of life, work productively, and be active members of 
their community. 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/AFR6532032016ENGLISH.PD
F 
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 The Global Refugee Crisis: Genuine Responsibility Sharing - Amnesty International's Five Proposals. (5/07/2016). Index number: IOR 
40/4380/2016. There are currently some 20 million refugees worldwide. The 
vast majority are hosted in low and middle income countries, while many of the 
world’s wealthiest nations host the fewest and do the least. This situation is 
inherently unfair, and undermines the human rights of refugees. This document 
outlines the elements Amnesty International believes should be included in a 
new global system of reponsibility-sharing. 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/IOR4043802016ENGLISH.PD
F 
  Syria: "Torture was my punishment": Abductions, torture and summary killings under armed group rule in Aleppo and Idleb, Syria. (5/07/2016). 
Index number: MDE 24/4227/2016. While government forces have been 
responsible for the majority of violations in the conflict in Syria, the situation in 
the governorates of Aleppo and Idleb is an informative case study of what 
happens when armed opposition groups gain territorial control and set up quasi-
judicial institutions. This briefing documents 24 cases of abductions carried out 
between 2012 and 2015. It also documents a number of allegations of summary 
killings carried out by armed groups against civilians, captured members of the 
Syrian government’s armed forces and security forces, and of pro-government 
shabiha militias. 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/MDE2442272016ENGLISH.pd
f 
  Myanmar: Briefing to the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. (4/07/2016). Index number: ASA 
16/4240/2016. In this briefing to CEDAW, Amnesty International expresses 
ongoing concerns about political arrest and imprisonment and threats against 
women human rights defenders, the 'race and religion' discriminatory laws, the 
situation of Rohingya women and girls and ongoing failures to provide justice, 
truth and reparation to victims of human rights violations. 
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/ASA1642402016ENGLISH.pdf 

 
 
HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH 
  “They Bear All the Pain”. Hazardous Child Labor in Afghanistan. (13/07/2016). The report, “‘They Bear All the Pain’: Hazardous Child Labor in 

Afghanistan,”documents how child workers work dangerous jobs in 
Afghanistan’s carpet industry; as bonded labor in brick kilns; and as metal 
workers. They perform tasks that could result in illness, injury, or even death 
due to hazardous working conditions and poor enforcement of safety and health 
standards. Many children who work under those conditions combine the burdens 
of a job with school, or forego education altogether. Working compels many 
children in Afghanistan to leave school prematurely. Only half of children 
involved in child labor attend school. 
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/afghanistan0716_brochure_lo
wres.pdf 
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  “I Was Sold”. Abuse and Exploitation of Migrant Domestic Workers in Oman. (13/07/2016). The report, “‘I Was Sold’: Abuse and Exploitation of 
Migrant Domestic Workers in Oman,” documents how Oman’s 
kafala(sponsorship) immigrant labor system and lack of labor law protections 
leaves migrant domestic workers exposed to abuse and exploitation by 
employers, whose consent they need to change jobs. Those who flee abuse – 
including beatings, sexual abuse, unpaid wages, and excessive working hours – 
have little avenue for redress and can face legal penalties for “absconding.” 
Families rely on migrant domestic workers to care for their children, cook their 
meals, and clean their homes. Yet many migrant domestic workers, who rely on 
their salaries to support their own families and children at home, face cruel and 
exploitative conditions. 
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/oman0716web.pdf 
  Dignity Debased. Forced Anal Examinations in Homosexuality Prosecutions. (12/07/2016). The report, “Dignity Debased: Forced Anal 
Examinations in Homosexuality Prosecutions,” is based on interviews with 32 
men and transgender women who underwent forced anal examinations in 
Cameroon, Egypt, Kenya, Lebanon, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Uganda, and 
Zambia. The examinations, which have the purported objective of finding 
“proof” of homosexual conduct, often involve doctors or other medical 
personnel forcibly inserting their fingers, and sometimes other objects, into the 
anus of the accused. Victims of forced anal testing told Human Rights Watch 
that they found the exams painful and degrading; some experienced them as a 
form of sexual violence. 
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/globallgbtanalexams0716web.
pdf  Bombing Businesses. Saudi Coalition Airstrikes on Yemen’s Civilian Economic Structures. (10/07/2016). The report, “Bombing Businesses: Saudi 
Coalition Airstrikes on Yemen’s Civilian Economic Structures,” examines in 
detail 17 apparently unlawful airstrikes on 13 civilian economic sites, including 
factories, commercial warehouses, a farm, and two power facilities. These 
strikes killed 130 civilians and injured 171 more. Collectively, the facilities 
employed over 2,500 people; following the attacks, many of the factories ended 
their production and hundreds of workers lost their livelihoods. Further, with 
more than 20 million people in desperate need of humanitarian aid, the strikes 
on factories are contributing to the shortages of food, medicine, and other critical 
needs of Yemen’s civilians. 
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/yemen0716web.pdf 
  “Good Cops Are Afraid”. The Toll of Unchecked Police Violence in Rio de Janeiro. (7/07/2016). The report, “‘Good Cops Are Afraid’: The Toll of 
Unchecked Police Violence in Rio de Janeiro,” documents how unlawful police 
killings have contributed to the unraveling of the state’s ambitious efforts to 
improve public security. 
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/report_pdf/brazil0716web.pdf 
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INTERNATIONAL CRISIS GROUP 
  Kenya’s Coast: Devolution Disappointed. (13/07/2016). Africa Briefing 
N°121. The huge public expectations raised by devolved government on 
Kenya’s coast have turned into disappointment. Patronage politics that marked 
the former centralised system has been replicated in the new counties, making 
government even more inefficient and expensive. Though political leadership is 
now local, power is closely held, and leaders are suspicious of both national and 
local rivals. Certain regions, communities and many youth still feel 
marginalised. Political devolution has deflected but not resolved grievances that 
fuel militancy, which continues to be met by hard security measures driven from 
Nairobi. Greater inclusion and cooperation within and between county 
governments, as well as national-county dialogue, is needed to maximise 
devolution’s potential and ensure militant groups, like Al-Shabaab, have fewer 
grievances to exploit. 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/africa/horn-of-africa/kenya/b121-
kenya-s-coast-devolution-disappointed.pdf 
  Central Mali: An Uprising in the Making? (6/07/2016). Africa Report N°238. 
While attention has focused on northern Mali, armed violence is escalating at an 
alarming rate in the centre of the country, long neglected by the state. The 
management of natural resources has given rise to multiple conflicts that the 
government and local elites are unable to control. For the past several months, a 
jihadist uprising has capitalised on the state’s lack of legitimacy and extended its 
influence. State representatives are being chased out of rural areas. Yet, violence 
also stems from settlings of scores, banditry and a growing number of self-
defence militias. The peace agreement signed in Bamako in June 2015 applies 
primarily to northern regions and disregards the centre of the country. Mali’s 
government and its principal partners should renew their efforts to restore the 
state’s authority and legitimacy among all the communities of the area. Absent 
appropriate action, central Mali – an area more densely populated than the north 
and vital to the economy – risks becoming a source of protracted instability. 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/africa/west-africa/mali/238-mali-
central-la-fabrique-d-une-insurrection.pdf 
  The Philippines: Renewing Prospects for Peace in Mindanao. (6/07/2016). 
Asia Report N°281. The southern Philippines is potentially closer to peace than 
at any time in the four decades since Muslim insurgents started fighting for 
independence, but the substantial progress over the past six years is also fragile. 
President Rodrigo Duterte, who took office on 30 June, needs to build quickly 
on the foundations laid by President Benigno Aquino’s administration or the 
process risks collapsing. Duterte has suggested a new enabling law could be 
drafted by an ad hoc convention that brings together members of different 
southern ethnic, religious and political groups. The idea has some advantages, 
but not at the cost of prolonged delay. The greatest danger to peace is that the 
restive south, sceptical after watching at least three other agreements founder, 
will lose faith in the process and return to guerrilla warfare or tip deeper into 
lawlessness. The most effective way of avoiding these dangers is for the new 
government to pass enabling legislation quickly that delivers at least as much 
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autonomy as was promised by the outgoing administration. 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/asia/south-east-asia/philippines/281-
the-philippines-renewing-prospects-for-peace-in-mindanao.pdf 
  Nagorno-Karabakh: New Opening, or More Peril? (4/07/2016). Europe 
Report N°239. The pattern of military escalation on the Armenia-Azerbaijan 
border and Line of Contact (LoC) around Nagorno-Karabakh (NK) since at least 
2011 meant it should not have been the surprise it was when major fighting 
broke out on 2-5 April. In combat that evoked powerful nationalist emotions in 
both countries and included use of multiple-launch missile systems, heavy 
artillery, tanks, attack drones and highly trained special forces, Azerbaijan 
seized small but strategically important pieces of land, and up to 200 people on 
both sides were killed. That and the acute threat a graver escalation could draw 
in powerful neighbouring countries have focused the much-needed political 
attention of key international actors and produced an opportunity to find a 
peaceful solution to a generation-old conflict, often mistakenly called frozen. It 
is essential that the parties, urged on by France, Russia and the U.S., as co-chairs 
of the Minsk Group (MG) of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), the diplomatic point body, make a decisive push for progress in 
peace talks. 
http://www.crisisgroup.org/~/media/Files/europe/caucasus/azerbaijan/239-
nagorno-karabakh-new-opening-or-more-peril.pdf 
 
 

COMITÉ EUROPEO PARA LA PREVENCIÓN DE LA TORTURA (CPT) 
  Council of Europe anti-torture Committee publishes report on Bosnia and Herzegovina. (5/07/2016). The Council of Europe’s Committee for the 
Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
(CPT) published today the report on its most recent visit to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina from 29 September to 9 October 2015. 
http://www.cpt.coe.int/documents/bih/2016-17-inf-eng.pdf 
 
 

FIDH 
  Explotación petrolera en Colombia : informe revela costos humanos y ambientales del oro negro. (12/07/2016). El informe se enfoca en los bloques 
petroleros de Rubiales-Pirirí (en adelante “campo Rubiales”) y Quifa, y ha sido 
elaborado con base en documentos oficiales, entrevistas a numerosos actores 
incluyendo autoridades nacionales, empresas, y 598 encuestas realizadas a 
pobladores, trabajadores y comunidades indígenas. El informe se publica apenas 
11 días después de la entrega del campo Rubiales, el bloque petrolero más 
productivo del país, por parte de Pacific Exploration & Production Corp. a la 
empresa nacional Ecopetrol. Por su parte Pacific Exploration & Production Corp 
se encuentra ahora en un proceso de insolvencia en Canadá para evitar la 
quiebra. 
https://www.fidh.org/IMG/pdf/colombie677e2016defsanscartebassdef.pdf 
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MIGRATION POLICY INSTITUTE.  

  Understanding and Addressing Public Anxiety About Immigration. (Julio 
2016). Rising public anxiety about migration has manifested itself in a number 
of ways: the stunning decision by UK voters to leave the European Union; 
growing support for far-right, anti-immigration parties across Europe; and the 
central role immigration has played in the 2016 U.S. presidential primary 
campaign season, among them. Curiously, however, anti-immigration sentiment 
is not reliably correlated with either large-scale increases in immigration, high 
unemployment, or economic downturns, as is often assumed. 
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/TCM_Trust-
CouncilStatement-FINAL.pdf 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR MIGRATION (IOM) 
  Libya - Migration and Assistance Overview | 1-14 July 2016. (14/07/2016). 
http://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/situation_reports/file/iom-libya-migration-
and-assistance-overview-14-july-2016.pdf 
 
 

FREEDOM HOUSE 
  Central Europe’s Faceless Strangers: The Rise of Xenophobia. (Junio 2016). 
The refugee and migrant crisis is one of the most serious challenges that the 
European Union has faced in its history. Since the start of the crisis, xenophobic 
sentiment has increased across the continent, far-right and populist parties have 
gained ground, and member states have replaced solidarity with calls for 
national solutions. By harshly refusing to accept refugees and opposing a 
common European solution based on solidarity, the so-called Visegrad Four (the 
Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia) have become key actors in this 
conflict and served as role models for many Western European far-right parties. 
This brief gives an overview of the current trends in xenophobia within the EU, 
examines the reasons and consequences of these tendencies, and shows the main 
differences between Central and Western Europe as well as the underlying 
factors. 
https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/July12016_xenophobia_final_brief_
FH.pdf 
 
 

IDMC 
  Pushed Aside - Displaced for "Development" in India. (14/07/2016). By 
providing a first-hand account of development projects and business activities 
that have caused displacement across India, this report documents and analyses 
the scale, process and impacts of the phenomenon. Rather than being priority 
beneficiaries of the projects that displace them on account of their losses, IDPs 
tend to find themselves trapped in permanent poverty.  
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Given the limited availability of project documents and the lack of systematic 
monitoring, the true scale of displacement in India is unknown, as are the 
location and needs of many of those affected.   
As the world embarks on implementing the post-2015 global development 
agendas, IDMC calls for the displaced to be priority beneficiaries of 
development work. Leaving IDPs behind risks undermining the achievement of 
these agendas. 
http://internal-displacement.org/assets/publications/2016/201607-ap-india-
pushed-aside-en.pdf 
 
 

RELIEFWEB 
  Accountability for killings in Ukraine from January 2014 to May 2016. (14/07/2016). Report from UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights. A new UN report released Thursday describes the widespread killings 
that have taken place in Ukraine since January 2014 and highlights the very 
limited accountability that has taken place. 
The report, which was prepared by the United Nations Human Rights 
Monitoring Mission in Ukraine*, states that the armed conflict in certain 
districts of Donetsk and Luhansk regions, “fuelled by the inflow of foreign 
fighters and weapons from the Russian Federation, accounts for the majority of 
violations of the right to life in Ukraine over the last two years,” claiming up to 
2,000 civilian lives. Close to 90 per cent of conflict-related civilian deaths have 
resulted from indiscriminate shelling of residential areas. 
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OHCHRThematicReportU
kraineJan2014-May2016_EN.pdf 
 
 

UNRWA 
  Gaza situation report 150. (3/07/2016). 
http://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/emergency-reports/gaza-situation-report-150 
 
 

UNHCR/ACNUR 
  Hungary: UNHCR concerned about increased reports of violence and deterioration of situation at Serbian border. (15/07/2016). UNHCR says it is 
deeply concerned about further restrictions by Hungary leading to push-backs of 
people seeking asylum and reports about the use of violence and abuse. 
http://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2016/7/5788aae94/hungary-unhcr-
concerned-new-restrictive-law-increased-reports-violence.html 
  Facebook group helps Syrian refugees navigate life in Lebanon. (13/07/2016). Since its launch in 2014, the “I am a Syrian in Lebanon” group 
has gained 30,000 members seeking tips on enrolling in school, reporting abuse 
and more. 
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http://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2016/7/577e16064/facebook-group-helps-
syrian-refugees-navigate-life-lebanon.html 
  UNHCR calls for open borders for possible South Sudan refugee outflows. (12/07/2016). UNHCR is calling on all armed parties to ensure safe passage for 
people fleeing the fighting that erupted late last week in Juba between troops 
loyal to President Salva Kiir and First Vice-President Riek Machar and we urge 
neighbouring countries to keep borders open to people seeking asylum. 
http://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2016/7/5784b1ef4/unhcr-calls-open-
borders-possible-south-sudan-refugee-outflows.html 
 
 

IRIN 
  Canada’s refugee success story. (14/07/2016). Private sponsors ease refugees 
into new lives. 
http://www.irinnews.org/feature/2016/07/14/canada%E2%80%99s-refugee-
success-story 
  Zimbabwe’s season of discontent. (13/07/2016). The focus of Zimbabwe’s 
growing civil disobedience campaign shifted to a court building in Harare on 
Wednesday, where pastor Evans Mawarire, a leader of the protest movement, 
was appearing on the charge of subversion. 
http://www.irinnews.org/news/2016/07/13/zimbabwe%E2%80%99s-season-
discontent 
 
 

EL DIARIO.ES 
  “Los gobiernos europeos violan un derecho tan básico como el de asilo”. (14/07/2016). Javier de Lucas cree que la crisis de refugiados está camuflando 
en realidad una crisis de valores de solidaridad por parte de los ejecutivos 
europeos. 
http://www.eldiario.es/norte/euskadi/gobiernos-europeos-violan-derecho-
basico_0_537197114.html 
 
 

PÚBLICO 
  El Ayuntamiento de Barcelona avisa a los jueces del CIE de que el centro opera sin licencia. (14/07/2016). 
http://www.publico.es/espana/ayuntamiento-barcelona-avisa-jueces-del.html 
 
 


